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of Texas Permian Basin, then earning
his doctorate in higher education from
Baylor University. In 2007, Dr. Wil-
liams returned to the Permian Basin to
serve as president of Odessa College.

His impressive career has garnered
local, State, and national attention. As
both the chairman of the Texas Asso-
ciation of Community Colleges and as a
member of the board of directors and
the executive board of the American
Association of Community Colleges, he
continuously dedicates his time for the
advocacy of community colleges and
underrepresented communities.

Thanks to Dr. Williams’ stewardship,
Odessa College has become one of the
most impactful educational institu-
tions in the Nation. Not only did his
leadership earn Odessa College na-
tional recognition as a top-ranked
community college, but his tenure as
president saw enrollment increase by
35 percent and the number of degrees
awarded by an incredible 197 percent.

I thank my colleague from Illinois
for also representing the achievements
of Dr. Williams. He is a fierce advocate
of community colleges. I speak for the
entire community in sincerely thank-
ing Dr. Williams for his commitment
to the Permian Basin and to higher
education.

———

ENDING MASK MANDATES ON
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to demand a vote on H.J.
Res. 72, a Congressional Review Act
resolution that would end the CDC’s
mask mandate for airlines, trains,
buses, and other public transportation
hubs.

Tuesday night, the Senate voted in a
rare bipartisan manner to end these
mandates in what even CNN called a
“bipartisan rebuke of Biden adminis-
tration policy.”

States and cities, big and small,
across the country have ended or are in
the process of ending their mask man-
dates at schools, basketball games, and
even crowded restaurants.

Thousands of fans will pack arenas in
the coming days to cheer on their
teams during March Madness. At these
games, they rightly won’t be required
to wear a mask. But as soon as they
step onto a plane, a bus, a train, or
even a metro, unelected bureaucrats,
at the direction of President Biden,
have decreed that masks must be put
on and must be worn.

It is past time for this unscientific
mask mandate to end. I am calling on
Speaker PELOSI to hold a vote on re-
pealing this mask mandate. Americans
want their lives back, and it is time to
vote.

———————

FOCUS ON AMERICA FIRST

(Mrs. GREENE of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mrs. GREENE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to address the
House to discuss why we need to focus
on our country first. We are seeing rap-
idly rising inflation. It is completely
out of control.

While here in Congress and in the
Washington bubble, which is discon-
nected with the rest of America, all we
are hearing is potential war with Rus-
sia over the country of UkKkraine.
Ukraine is not a NATO member ally,
and President Biden had told them
that we would be only standing with
our NATO member allies.

All we are hearing on the news is
Ukraine. Yet, here in America, what
real Americans care about are gas
prices they can’t afford, inflation that
goes up and up to where grocery bills
are unaffordable, and they are very
concerned about our out-of-control,
open border.

Crime is out of control, yet Wash-
ington is completely disconnected and
seems to care more about sending our
sons and daughters to a potential war
where they do not belong.

I urge my colleagues here in Con-
gress, instead of working on a future
COVID bill, spending billions of dollars
on COVID that doesn’t exist, let’s care
about our border and let’s care about
working to have energy independence
to lower gas prices for Americans.

———

CONGRATULATING THE
BELLARMINE KNIGHTS

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor the best college basket-
ball team not in a bracket this week-
end. The Bellarmine Knights did what
no team has done before, winning a Di-
vision I championship just 2 years re-
moved from Division II, a title that
should come with a big dance invita-
tion.

Instead, this Cinderella story was cut
short by an NCAA which, as it often
does, played wicked stepmother, up-
holding a bizarre rule preventing teams
elevating too quickly from Division II
to championship contender.

Who they think they are serving, I
don’t know, but they cannot take away
the Knights’ extraordinary achieve-
ments or the pride they brought their
school and hometown. They entered
the season as afterthoughts and fin-
ished as ASUN champions and just the
tenth team since 2007 to win 20 games
against a top-5 schedule.

This incredible feat for the players is
a triumph for Coach Scotty Davenport,
who has won championships in Louis-
ville for 356 years at every level and
seems like he could for 35 more.

Scotty noted that each season ends
with just two teams left standing, the
NCAA and NIT champs. This year, the
season ends with three. Please join me
in honoring the Bellarmine Knights,
the first NCAA team to finish this bas-
ketball season as champions.
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FORCED ARBITRATION INJUSTICE
REPEAL ACT OF 2022

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 979, I call up
the bill (H.R. 963) to amend title 9 of
the United States Code with respect to
arbitration, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 979, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 117-34 is adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 963

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Forced Arbitra-
tion Injustice Repeal Act of 2022 or the “FAIR
Act of 2022”°.

SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are to—

(1) prohibit predispute arbitration agreements
that force arbitration of future employment,
consumer, antitrust, or civil rights disputes; and

(2) prohibit agreements and practices that
interfere with the right of individuals, workers,
and small businesses to participate in a joint,
class, or collective action related to an employ-
ment, consumer, antitrust, or civil rights dis-
pute.

SEC. 3. ARBITRATION OF EMPLOYMENT, CON-

SUMER, ANTITRUST, AND CIVIL
RIGHTS DISPUTES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 9 of the United States
Code is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“CHAPTER 5—ARBITRATION OF EMPLOY-

MENT, CONSUMER, ANTITRUST, AND
CIVIL RIGHTS DISPUTES
“Sec.

“501. Definitions.
““502. No validity or enforceability.
“§501. Definitions

“‘In this chapter—

‘(1) the term ‘antitrust dispute’ means a dis-
pute—

“(A) arising from an alleged violation of the
antitrust laws (as defined in subsection (a) of
the first section of the Clayton Act) or State
antitrust laws; and

‘““(B) in which the plaintiffs seek certification
as a class under rule 23 of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure or a comparable rule or provi-
sion of State law;

““(2) the term ‘civil rights dispute’ means a dis-
pute—

“(A) arising from an alleged violation of—

“(i) the Constitution of the United States or
the constitution of a State;

““(it) any Federal, State, or local law that pro-
hibits discrimination on the basis of race, sex,
age, gender identity, sexual orientation, dis-
ability, religion, national origin, or any legally
protected status in education, employment, cred-
it, housing, public accommodations and facili-
ties, voting, veterans or servicemembers, health
care, or a program funded or conducted by the
Federal Government or State government, in-
cluding any law referred to or described in sec-
tion 62(e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
including parts of such law not explicitly ref-
erenced in such section but that relate to pro-
tecting individuals on any such basis; and
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